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A GUIDE FOR THE KENTUCKY MARKER PAPERS, GRADES P1 - 8
_——_‘__‘—__—-—__—__________,_——‘—‘

PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT

The marker papers provide answers to these questions:
What is good writing supposed to look like at the grade level I teach?
What lessons should I teach to enable my students to become
proficient writers? ;

CONTENTS OF THIS DOCUMENT

* Marker Papers

The marker papers are examples of proficient student work at each
grade level, P1 - 8. The papers 1illustrate the progression of key writing
skills in specific types of writing. Each piece is annotated to show the skills
which the writer has demonstrated in that piece of writing.

The primary markers include a number of pieces to show progress
made throughout each year of the primary program. The Grades 4 - 8
markers represent end-of-the-year writing, the result of a year of effective
mnstruction. For example, a year of effective instruction should move a
fifth grade student who had been assessed as a proficient fourth grade
writer to the level of the grade 5 marker by the end of fifth grade.

Students’ names and identifying factors such as school, county, and
city have been removed or, in some cases, changed to retain the flow of the
piece.

These are not new benchmarks. The state benchmarks for
writing at grades 4, 7, and 12 remain in place.

* Primary Developmental Continuum for each type of writing

A Primary Developmental Continuum appears at the beginning of
each set of primary marker papers: personal narrative, memoir, short
story, informational writing, and persuasive writing.

Using Kentucky’s criteria for writing, the Primary Developmental
Continuum shows the progression of skills which students should
demonstrate as they move through the primary program. These are skills
which are demonstrated in the writing, not student behaviors which a
teacher can observe as a student writes. :

Each continuum begins with skills of the beginning writer whose
writing is scribbles. The continuum moves through those beginning skills
to the skills evidenced by a developing writer. The continuum ends with a
List of skills which competent writers should demonstrate by the end of P4.
Competent primary writers are on track to become proficient writers at
grade 4. Annotations for each marker paper match the skills listed in the
continuum. It is important to note that the Primary
Developmental Continuum is not a new scoring guide for state
accountability.
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* Grades 4 - 8 skills list for each type of writing
A skills list for writing appears at the beginning of each set of

grades 4 - 8 writing: personal narrative, memoir, short story, poem, article,
letter, editorial.

* Next Lessons

"The Next Lessons, which appear at the end of each marker paper,
reinforce the idea that teachers use student work to make decisions about
instructional priorities. The Next Lessons suggest one or more skills
which the student writer needs to learn in order to continue progressing.
Because the marker papers are finished pieces, the Next Lessons are not
conferencing notes but instead guides for future instruction.

* Suggested Professional Resources

While the marker papers can help teachers to see what is expected of
their students and to decide what they should be teaching, the marker
papers cannot explain how to teach. The comprehensive list of resources
at the end of the document provides effective teaching strategies.

USE OF THE DOCUMENT

In order to use these materials, you should:

1. Study the marker papers for a specific type of writing from beginning
writing through grade 8. Read the annotations to notice how specific
skills are demonstrated in each piece.

2. Locate the marker paper or papers which demonstrate the level of
writing at which students at your grade level should be performing.

3. Read one of your student’s pieces of writing to determine the skills
which are evidenced in his/her writing.

4. Find the marker paper or papers which demonstrate a level of skills
similar to those of your student.

5. Determine the next lessons to teach in order to enable the student to
move toward the goal for his/her grade level.

NOTE: Schools are cautioned not to break up the materials into
separate grade levels for distribution. Primary teachers need to have
grade 4 and higher marker papers available to use as a measure for
primary writers who are exceeding the proficient level for P4 students.
Grades 4 - 8 teachers need to have primary materials available for use
with students whose skills are below grade level.
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SHORT STORY

BEGINNING WRITING

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE

* chooses topics from personal
experiences and interests

* eéngages in the act of writing
without specific attention to
meaning

* experiments with marks on a page

* chooses Topics from personal
experiences and interests
* begins to focus on a topic

IDEA DEVELOPMENT/
SUPPORT

* uses drawings, symbols, letter-like
marks to represent words

* begins to support ideas with
drawings, symbols, one or two
letters to represent a word

ORGANIZATION

* shows some evidence of
directionality (top to bottom, left to
right)

* demonstrates directionality
* attempts to demonstrate a story
line

SENTENCES

* may use some letters, strings of
random letters, and/or a few words
Lo resemble a sentence

® uses letters, strings of random
letters, and/or a few words to
resemble a sentence

LANGUAGE

® labels pictures or produces simple
text using symbols or letter-like
marks

® uses word attempts or words to
describe drawings

¢ writes a few sight words,
especially those with particular
meaning to the writer

h_——
CORRECTNESS

* lacks spacing

® may use scribbles, letter-like
marks, letter reversals, and/or
strings of random letters

* uses some spacing between
words

® uses one or two letters to
represent a word; uses other
inventions or approximations to
represent a word

* begins a sentence (copied or
dictated) with a capital letter

* ends a sentence (copied or
dictated) with correct punctuation
* begins to show sound/letter
correspondence
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BEGINNING - SHORT STORY

‘Ul Mniltilen) Fo flfALant Wwtrds)

NEXT LESSONS:
* making the picture/word
connection

*® Trecognizing sound/letter
correspondence
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BEGINNING - SHORT STORY

NEXT LESSONS:
. ainpg details to drawing
®* wnting simple sentences
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BEGINNING - SHORT STORY
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NEXT LESSONS:
* connecting letter/sound/word
* building sight word vocabulary
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BEGINNING - SHORT STORY
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NEXT LESSONS:
* writing complete thoughts
* exploring models of print
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BEGINNING - SHORT STORY

NEXT LESSONS:
* writing sentences

* recognizing letter/sound/word
correspondence
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BEGINNING - SHORT RY
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NEXT LESSONS:

* writing complete sentences
* building sight vocabulary
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BEGINNING - SHORT STORY
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NEXT LESSONS:

* supporting ideas with relevant
details

* adding characters to a story
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SHORT STORY

DEYELOPING WRITING

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE

* chooses topics from own
experiences and interests

* begins to focus on the topic

* begins to express own feelings

* begins to show some evidence of
individual voice

* begins to use titles

* begins to show awareness of reader's
needs

* chooses topic from experiences and
interests

* narrows topic

® focuses on a purpose

*® uses individual voice and/or appropriate
tone

IDEA DEVELOPMENT/
SUPPORT

* uses title
¢ supports ideas with pictures, ® supports Ideas with one or two relevant,
simple phrases, one or two details specific details

* attempts some development of
characters

* attempts some description of
setting

* begins to use a conflict or
problem/solution to develop plot

* shows more description of setting

* shows more description of characters
* shows more use of conflict or
problem/solution to develop plot

® uses some sensory detail and imagery
® attempts to use dialogue when
appropriate

* uses sight words as well as
inventions and approximations
* begins sentence with capital
letter

® uses end punctuation

* shows sound/letter
correspondence

ORGANIZATION * demonstrates directionality * demonstrates logical order
* demonstrates some logical order | o attempts to develop an engaging lead
* demonstrates a story line * attempts to develop an effective
* has a beginning (lead), middle conclusion
(body), end (conclusion) ® begins to use paragraphs
* borrows story structure from * begins to use transitions
models ® uses story structure
SENTENCES * writes some simple sentences * writes complete sentences
* begins to use some variety in sentence
structure/length
LANGUAGE * begins o use some descriptive * uses some descriptive and figurative
language language
* shows some evidence of correct * demonstrates frequent, correct word
word usage (.., subjectiverb usage (e.g.. subjectiverb agreement,
agreement, correct use of “I" and correct use of “I" and “me™)
“me”) * uses a variety of words
* begins to use a variety of words
CORRECTNESS ® uses spacing between words

* uses more correct spelling, less invention
and approximation

* uses more correct capitalization

® uses more correct end punctuation




DEVELOPING - SHORT STORY
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NEXT LESSONS:
* using descriptive language
* using details
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DEVELOPING - SHORT STORY

A '—O NE CaidSog wfa,,),a,/,oo e d

A ‘-n kﬁ o.n da.,J"lorSc {. 5 3
DW’Q/ anca(‘sh TL‘:e‘L-ar_ _g____sc, —--5-){

,aAuJ/ T rs i
M”U‘ ____,’__. ﬁa,rwmq a./f'_r'zhe. Pa_na-dcf ——

bo durclep They «wZniTBatk home
phe " ot by e ool

d?_fw_\O tnd drpnle ﬂ'ma"lJ:t-‘;w
-"‘*‘-PPMDL a,h_cl__bve..n—/— to. bed. TA&an-'

Sereptes mdf"ﬁj-"l)’ th Lgfi'f’ 'fh&-lk .
PhAaccs VeoiCe boue,ke— $i&¢14m P

‘ Mwmwm

R cragr Oy B
ﬂ/w i QCL-mWhME

NEXT LESSONS:
* developing a character
* developing a setting
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DEVELOPING - SHORT STORY

o thtrerss Lopir
- Yaa %au.)-&'f/tm/ thatl do M*M%W- w7th ﬁﬂM’ﬂj«—‘

—>Sarah's Favorite Christmas

W“ Long ago there was a little girl named Sarah Smith

who was nine years old. She knew that in a couple of

weeks it would be her favorite holiday, Christmas. She
'K.Au/ a4 thought that the best part of Christmas was the

PP beautiful Christmas lights. She liked the blue ones the
, ?j most. This Christmas was going to be the best she had
ever had. Well, she hoped it would be. :
. twu.)- school in the cold
TLamaclisng snow. Once she was in the schoolhouse she was as warm
as she could be.was started Sarah had
her mind on the Christmas turkey. She was thinking

~uhes’ about the wonderful smell of the delicious turkey. And
Qo when her teacher called on her to answer a question she

- answered the question with a simple reply ' good etitdines)
w turkey". All the children laughed at her. /3
E 55 On the way home a young boy knocked her down Preres/
Vla“-"t‘/ Lsrd 0" the cold snow. She was so angry. When she had
M"d‘f % arrived home her mother was putting up the Christmas
trec.

Once a week had passed she seemed more excited
Than ever.

Her present was the first present under the tree.
Until her father brought her mother's present in.

It was Christmas Day. So Sarah ran down stairs to

ol see what Santa had brought her. In her stocking was a

5 d""‘ candy cane, a plum and a cute little doll. And she got to
Z‘?“‘b open the present under the Christmas tree. This really
srder was the best Christmas she had ever had!

‘m

e a ey 0] Batzace punlines [LeseZhas

NEXT LESSONS:

*® using dialogue correctly
* writing a middle and end
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DEVELOPING - SHORT STORY

LB i

Lost in the Future ° realed/ & E

Once upon 2 time my brother and I found a machine in a
dump. It was snaking and it weird. we saw a button and it said
somthing on it. My brother just wiped it and I just pushed his hand.
o) & The machine just started. It also sounded weird, my brother
M‘flfn\/ / and [ started turning a purple color. Then, all of the sudden we saw
W a’black and purple hairy thing. "We went in 2 market and there was a
A purple and pink hary monsters. It looked like there were little people under
the tables.
I asked a monster "What year it was and what state we were = c2de2/
: 4 o in." The monster said ,"Its year 2010 and your in Florida.” My brother dulqu-)
Lo and I said, together *COOL!" Then, we said, "Can we stay here? The
W’“‘a) monster said, "I don't care.”
qu,' Then, we saw our mom and dad come. They said, "Where are
dnd. M we?" We said, "Your in Florida, and the year is 2010." They said,
“COOL:CAN WE STAY?" We said, "Can we stay?" They said,
- "You can stay."
: ‘Ddf‘-‘-ﬁz‘f f i So we stayed they, a few days later I woke up, and looked in the
mirror. I was 2 purpie and pink hairy thing! So was mom, dad, and brother.
WLW 1 woke them up. We said, "Lets buila a time machine and get out of here
W and get back to the year 1999 and the state Kentucky."
We found metal and a steering wheel. My brother and dad built
- haed/ - the time machine. My mom and I got our clothes, and stuff like that. We
4/ phi gt in the time machine. My dad forgot to make a key, we waited. My
dad finally got the kev made. He started it, and we all turned a purple
color. It started shaking again, we saw a peson. It was my brother’s
friend with my friend. They were happy to see us. My brother and I
* gomme made a decsion. We decided to never touch buttons that we didn't

Alenpt know what they did.
o % pomtlussicon)
am .
. aed’ m i MW-} 4 . ;

C wied pmsse Crrrelk

NEXT LESSONS:
* using descriptive language
* developing characters
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SHORT STORY

COMPETENT (end of P4) WRITING

[AUDIENCE/PURPOSE

* shows awareness of the reader's needs
* chooses topics from a variety of sources, experiences,
and Interests

* narrows topic

* focuses on a purpose

* uses individual voice and/or appropriate tone

* creates a title that captures the essence of the piece
and creates reader interest

IDEA DEVELOPMENT/
SUPPORT

* supports ideas with two or three relevant, specific
details

* develops setting

® develops characters through thoughts, actions,
description

» develops plot through conflict or problem/solution
* uses sensory details and imagery

* uses dialogue when appropriate

ORGANIZATION * places ldeas and details in meaningful order

*® writes an engaging lead

* writes an effective conclusion

® uses paragraphs

* uses some transition words and phrases

* uses story structure
SENTENCES * writes complete sentences

* uses a variety of sentence structures/lengths
LANGUAGE * chooses language appropriate for the audience/purpose

* uses descriptive and figurative language

* makes few errors in usage

®* uses a variety of words effectively
CORRECTNESS

* makes few errors in spelling

* makes few errors in capitalization

* makes few errors In punctuation

* makes few errors in correctness that do not interfere

with meaning
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COMPETENT (P4) - SHORT STORY

. ealts
A Shot &— . !

Joe was outside with his mom. It was a cold clear

: '% night as it always was in Colorado. Joe’s dad had gone on
Oletac a business trip.
s Qhrwe Ronce “Just yesterday it seemed a lot warmer,” said Joe’s
W mom. Joe had brown hair and, brown eyes just like his
! mother. Joe was feeling kind of cold so he asked.
eltas rth “Can we go home now?”
Twe ov Hoer “Sure,”replied Joe’s mom.
fulovert

itsila When they got home Joe went up to his room. His
room had colorful wallpaper and, a goldfish tank at the
end of it. Joe’s mom called Joe to dinner. Joe’s face was
Fale and, he was cold.

V'buu/a s oo it “Are you okay?” asked Joe’s mom.

Fre “Yes,” replied Joe.

They ate dinner quietly. Then Joe went upstairs,
brushed his teeth and went to bed. It took joe a long
time to fall asleep.

The next day en Joe woke up and, he wasn't
WMM feeling very good. He thought that he’d better tell his
mom. He went downstairs and, told his mom. When

e 2durnw-ar Joe’s mom heard this she sighed.
DUms “l1 go make an appointment with the doctor, but for
eliarnseliv
AepeLoprme x 3

¢ Lacw photlens]asledin fo develsy plat
. Woew pursgraghlas
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now go back to bed.”

Joe suddenly remembered when he was four years
old. He had the fever and, he went to the doctor. The
doctor told him he was going to give him a shot. The
doctor had to hold him down and then the doctor came
in with a needle. It had hurt so much he fell off the table
he was sitting on. The next thing Joe knew his mom was
calling him to go to the doctor. Joe was tired and, felt sick
but he didn’t want to go to the doctor.

Joe’s mom drove Joe to the doctor. The thirty minute
drive seemed like hours to Joe. When they arrived at the
doctor he went straight to the doctors office. The doctor
checked Joe everywhere.

“You have a sore throat,” he said. “I'll have to give
you a shot.”

The doctor went out of the room and came back
with a needle.
“Itll only take a second,” he said.
Just like when I was four he thought. He waited for
the pain but, felt nothing.
“It's over!” the doctor said.
“Good,” replied Joe.
Joe felt dizzy so he decided to sleep. He slept all the
way home. When Joe saw his mom in front of him. He
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. told her about the shot and, he said
“Without dinner?” she asked.

“Yeah, I'm not real hungry,” and, with that he went
to bed.

The next day he was feeling good again. He told his
mom.

“Maybe because of the shot,” she said.
“Maybe,” Joe replied.

- “T'll go to bed early.”

thw apelling, tupitiloplion

NEXT LESSONS:
*® using descriptive language
® creating an effective lead
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SHORT STORY

GRADES 4 -8

The writer of a proficient short story demonstrates most or all of the
following skills:

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE

* meets the reader’s needs and expectations by adhering to the conventions of a
short story

* focuses on the purpose
® narrows topic enough to be developed fully in a short story

uses an individual voice

creates a title which captures the essence of the piece and creates reader
interest -

IDEA DEVELOPMENT/SUPPORT

* develops characters through thou ghts, actions, descriptions
* develops the plot through conflict and resolution

® uses dialogue to develop character and plot

* describes setting; creates a mood

* employs literary devices (eg., foreshadowing, flashback, symbolism)
® uses sensory details

ORGANIZATION

writes an engaging lead

places ideas and details in meaningful order
organizes the story into paragraphs ;
uses transitions between ideas

maintains coherence and unity

concludes effectively

SENTENCES
® writes complete and varied sentences

LANGUAGE

chooses language appropriate to the audience and purpose
uses descriptive language

maintains consistent verb tense

makes subjects and verbs agree

employs correct usage

CORRECTNESS
* spells correctly

uses correct end punctuation, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes
capitalizes correctly ) )

makes few errors in correctness which do not interfere with the meaning of the
piece '

As students move from grade to grade, they demonstrate growth
in the control and complexity with which they use these skills.
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GRADE 4 . SHORT STORY
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NEXT LESSONS:
® using a variety of methods
to develop characters
* using strong verbs
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G E5.SHORT ST RY

> Jold In

Swa “L,,%u
Ndan,

Jo e D NaMow
oo

Yo be
ey d o~
as m(a" |

’f  mea - by the name of Showdown Sam. Sam constantly

Sinn's :

hanadier about how he was th on this side of the

: Mississippi. He even offered to challenge anyone who doubted his
P cng

opinion. But no one did, because he was the best draw on this F;,..zo'-..,,y,
side of the Mississippi.

Vaned One day while Sam was sitting at th drinking a

Gl round of milk)he was startled by a large noise from outside. He Q St
walked across the(creaky floorboards)and through thé swinging

_ﬁ‘.mauﬂ;_j’-‘
saloon doorsito the(dusty road that lie in front of the dry building woiid)
Irood .

There he saw a kid. He couldn't be too old.
He yelled, "Hey kid, what's the name!"

Astoilo A long time ago back(hen the west was wathere liveda
duids pori R
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"The name's, Kid, Cody the Kid. I'm looking for an old guy. ﬁﬁﬂow
Sam is his name. He claims to be the quickest draw this side of pLlov
the Mississippi," replied the kid. hansX

With this reply, Sam could feel his anger build, and told him dsdelopmant
his name. "You're looking at him boy," screamed Sam. Cm\bl“j

The kid then challenged Sam to a draw that afternoon at the onys bleshad
town square. Sam excepted and went off to sharpen his pencil.

heodary

\’ci»x_ \melt not

it 5 ¥ B




%gﬁm Later that evening, Sam and Cody met right at the dead M‘ﬂ

Lo
center of the toWR) People were gathered around to witness the Emf;
event.

"We'll start when the clock strikes six." Sam told Cody.
Pansibon  As soon as the clock struck, dust was a]] anyone could see
for at least five minutes, (When the dust cleared there stood by
of the men with their drawings. The crowd wa.s by Sam's Plovdunet
portrait of a cowgirl om however, the m" Cody's 4o nevealed .
cowboy riding a bull in 2 rodeo.

1

With applause, it was evident that Cody had won the contest.
From that day on the west knew a new name, the name of Kid,
Cody the Kid, the quickest draw in the west! Nteolush ene
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Sam got on his horse md@eva to be
seen again.

%WM@WM

NEXT LESSONS:
* using details to heighten

suspense
® using commas in complex
sentences
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Storysotold Un GRADE 5 . SHORT STOR
| ; el : M

Overnight In The School ﬂ-f) Whe .ﬂﬂ'ofa- .

Jéii r’s&u "I really don't care at all ! ~ replied Ashiey Hardy in her snobby sing-songy voice.

Unsrackea
: dan elopavark
“Really | don't I"

" Well then,.... then, | hate You, you big jerk I" growled Lindsey fiercely.

Their friends watched in tiresome silence as they threw more crude remarks to each

other. Ashley and Lindsey had been fighting now for 5 years, every since they were in OM

Kmdergarten It all started on that first day when there was a battle about a yellow

crayon, and now they are 10 years old and still atit. No doubt about it, their friends were P"—th : 5 ’

getting sick of it

M p.},,m That day at lunch Lindsey started bragging about staying all night in the schooll
_“ﬁ

"Sure, right, yeah, uh huh!" were only some of the replies she was getting. Just as she

was beginning to get incredibly mad... A daresome boy looked up and said, "I DARE (/N.Midw

M&afmjf
YOUI"

Now Lindsey Jackson was not one to chicken out of a dare, so ever so sinesterly c)Wdt/x_
she replied, " | Accept I” u‘P

g.hﬁm% Of course everything can't aiways go perfectly in people's plans, and of course like
O ZTETRERE N
all things, this one didn't go perfect either. What Lindsey didn't know was that her all
time opponet, Ashley Hardy was overhearing every word of her conversation. She M“‘lo 5*\»\3

—_—

_E_M Gecided that she would just have to stay too, and make sure that Lindsey stayed, and kept \Pu.:én*
behween
her prom:se 'Hft .
m § I 5 The day seemed to drag along ever so slowly, 3:05 seemed to take days not hours,
Lindsomto her position, little did she know Ashley was very close. They :
waited until 4:00 for the teachers l@ut slowly. The janitors remained until 4:30. The GANamee.

M girls found themselves getting impatient, but soon they found themsaeives, after the very P"‘ﬁ'

last llgh. and the very last doorlone in the school building.
‘l A 4, As Lindseat was going on, sh@up, and let out a big yell,
o ————

“"Oh, yesI"




Mum y veabs %V\.ﬂugnali
Ash[eJust be quiet you little show off!” W
VO \.Cm (&)
"Hey what are you doing here?" asked Lindsey.
"Exactly the question | was going to ask you!"hley. k o
"Well, don't think you can come to meen you get scared!” Lindsey

“Well, just don't worry Miss Lindsey! Don't you worry!™

} ition, Meanwhile, Llndsaynto thmw\aﬂy. She decided to
do something she always wanted to do. She took a deep breath as sh - the-

boys bathroom.

"I'll just show her,” Ashleo hersstha television to MTV. Hmml ‘&m s

a getting scared, and running to her. The NERVE! OdN) amsa
P\;:A’-

"How disgusting!"™ Lindsey thought to herself as she exited the boy's bathroom. It
wasn't nearly as exciting as she had planned and it had a horrible odor.

Ashley was beginning to have a horrible headache from listening to Alanis Morissette,
a famous rap singer, bang out tunes. About that time, she heard it, a horrible bolt of

lightning and thunder. Ashle-and apparently Lindsey heard it too. The lights

- Oh no, this wasn't suppose to happen. Then the |lghts went off and stayed out .
Jems
Ashley remembered seeing ﬂashlighll-iﬂ'me"?e’a:h.i Lounge for emergency use.

This was definitely an emergency! She made har way slowly and carefully to the

teacher's lounge but her heart get some relief.

Lindsey on the other hand,&andered)around the dark school. "OhI™ she thought,

"what was that noise? Nothing, right? Of course... why, what could be in this school

i s
Yo tontuast

building this late?”

Ashley didn’t know where she was going, but she wished she wasn't there at this

moment. She felt somethingainst her leg. "Oh!" ahe It was only a

fern bush. Wow, what a relief.
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Aamsi};

2%

v M,j
Lindsey heard the scream, too. She looked behind her and started toown the

hall. Although she'd never admit, she was scared stiff. Ashley was beginning to get . CWW
i, S

oumu?mrb
panicky. She looked behind her,and broke into a run. BOOM! The two giri nto

each other going at full Speed. "You klutzl” said Lindsey.

"Well, you're one too!" replied Ashley.

"0k, Ok, | am starving,

eatis ?" indsey.

"Well, even if | did why would | tell you?'@shloy. mj W‘c} .
"Please, pretty please.” ndsoy.

"Okay, in the{Teachers Loungel”/ confessed Ashley.
S arrsirHom
They raced to the [Teachers Lounge.) Lindsey got there Just before Ashiey did, and

Lotoia) add
made her way to the refrigerator to find that it was totally empty except a bologna .
sandwich, a pack of ketch:;p. and the remainders of a Slim Fast.

Yo
e
"Uh, I'm going to barf" Ashloy.

"Really, there is nothing in the nfdgeratcﬂ'@.indsey.

“Ditto for the cabinets!™ replied Ashley.

| need something to eat I "Do you know where anything to

n
"Great, all we have is old bologna, old tuna fish and crackers, a pack of ketchup, j\l .OJMA_QCL
and the remainders of a Slim Fast."

“Our special for tonight is, very old bologna, and tuna fish with stale crackers on

¥ oms YO
the side.” A.shlay.
“Check pleasel” nduy.

; : ? s
oM - Just as the girls were beginning to enjoy themselves, they heard something. “]ﬁ‘w

CREAKkkkk!

Bidlcucuiiosi oS Lcers.,
"What was that?" (Guestioned)Ashiey.

"It was just the wind or something, rightndscy.

CREAKkkkk! BOOMmmm!

“That, that wasn't the wind" Ashley said getting hoarse.
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.A-l"lofnj Verds
“Uh,Uh!" assured Lindsey.

CREAKkkk! BOOMmmm! BANGggg!

-P\M\S-hm x e
They

n to the front door, and -m into the dark and creepy schoolyard. dmw

_-___"—-—ﬁ
There in the moonligh figure. The moonhmd the cfeature so w 3

only the shape could be seen,
. “Is it a burgular?” Lindsey thought to herself.

"Could it be Freddy Crooger?” Ashley thought remembering the gmmme movie
et b Lo,

“Nightmare On Eim Street.™ Ashld hoped it wasn't. Ihamee

The creature was carrying a cane, and wearing a ragged trench coat. Smoke came Md .

—

from it's fips, and it had only one big red eye. Ashley was sure she saw a piece of it fall to
 —, e e—

the ground.

"OOooh!"  she(@hudderedher spirom fright. Aoroats
The girls siomyrorn the door, then tumed an@o the girls PLD" I

bathroom. They stopped to catch their breath.

BOOMmmm! BANGggg! CRASHhhhI CLANKkkkI CREAKKkkk!

"Wh-What was that?"(questionedAshiey.

"l don't know, but it's getting closer!” Lindsey replied.”

"EskrGhriekedRshiey.

The outside door to the bammom

"Ylpe:l" ndsey.

There at their own feet stood the... The Janitor??

“Hey, what are you doing in here?” he asked.

"Um,er, well, we, uh, kinda, sorta, had, well, you know a problem that, we, kind of1" echve

Gutiersdashey b
nwell.ou little brats, you're wasting my time, | came to check the back door,
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Uf/th?
and here you are!” the janito

"We were planning on staying all night in the school!™ Lindsey said much cooler then

she really felt.

"We're really sorry, and we'l leave right now if you want us to,”@pologized JAshley.

“Really we willl" put in Lindsey.

"Nope, nobody's going anywhere until | get some names!” the Janito

"Oh, our names are...” |ed on Ashiey.
'hdmsi‘l'l’ol\ And at that moment Lindsey had a great idea. "We,em....” shuming
closer to the open door. As shlara hand, theyldunke tween the

Janitor's legs.

"Hey, get back here!" he
"Ha,Ha, you'll never get our names nowl" Undsoy

Wamsition On the way home Lindsey broke the silence by saying,"You know Ashley that was
—h_

u"\l:&" really great, about you knowing where the flashlights and food was.” L S & ;
5
Lanliegn,

o "Not even half as good as when you had the idea ofrough the janitor's ‘-J‘I\H-‘d -
oo Asr TS

"Well, | suppose we both did pretty well," Lindsey feplied.)
“Friends?" Ashle

"FriendsI™ answered Lindsey.

“Hey, it's too bad we really didn't get to stay all night in the schooll” Ashley said.
“Don't worry about it: I'm planning on hitting the library next!”

Ashley felt stunned whoal "Look up,” she called. The sun had risen.

"Bye Ashleyl”

“Byel” Lindsey called back.

Pans fron Luurprian furistod

Ashley walked in her house,"How was Monica's?" Ashley's mother called. aend aAids Vo

= b,." .
"Great!” she(Stuttered.) So ,‘u-ﬂ;/m:a

I ) /’-m_g
VE : E I ! ive “lcalled I" her Mother said. \[?F_‘gjca.(, ?‘ a m'#‘hl f ams eAZ‘J
i

eation ab
On_Ashiey's eyes went wide..... %w Yhe i
auccovny
NEXT LESSONS: 2
* deleting unnecessary ob :
dialogue odl Yo

* using a variety of ways to
create a title
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Yo be
okanj elope A
0 - 0y chet 5+orj. GRADE 6 - SHORT STORY
i bogieak trder. e W%
THE HAUNTED CHRISTMAS TREE Hore Qmd
culwmmw
dmtentat .

Jotin It was a ight, every child on Side-street was
m supposed to be in bed. Most were asleep dreaming of the toys that
owrg— would await them in the momning. In the Keeps house hold 7 year-
frow99- - old Mary and 4 year-old Sara Keeps are wide awake when
everyone else is asleep (or so they thought). ‘3’—0’\“4‘4‘{"“"""?'
"Mary, button my nightgown," Sara asked frustrated.
“ioeas) " Sara you've ripped the top button. Wait here, I'm going to get

m a safety pin to close the hole,” Mary answered, gently chucklingjas

s : she walked down the hal] to the bathroom.

Sara sat down on the edge of her bed, Erabbedher pillow, and

Gnuggledher face into the@oft, flannel)pillow case and
surprisingly went to sleep.

MON. When Mary returned she noticed that Sara had fallen asleep. betion
She gently laid Sara down, er in tight, and softly kissed 5‘\“’“‘; ",
her forehead. Mary walked over to her bed on the other side of the Marvy &3
room and laid down. She turned off the lamp on her night stand zﬂ*“"“"
beside her bed and then realized that the lamp on her sisters little
pink painted night stand was burning dimly. Mary got up once
Ore, went over to Sara's bed and turned the carrousel lamp off. A

Hamsihion few hours later...
"Mary," Sara said, "Mary did you hear that "
"Hear what " replied Mary. 8iolo
"That noise it sounded like it came from the livin g room. I Wm
hope the Christmas tree is still there," said Sara in aScareg)voice. he
"Don't worry, at least it was when I went to the bathroom about m

10 minutes ago. Besides it's so big you would have to take it i He
down to get it out the door," Maryara Shory -

o : MLAMM;VM“"
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"Maybe you heard Santa_ Jet's 80 to sleep fast. If he knows we
are awake he might take our presents back," Mary used as a
€xcuse 10 get Sara to go to sleep. )
Without a word Sara ran to her bed and laid down and went to Aletacis)
sleep with a smile on her face. Mary walked over to her bed and okvelop/

laid down too, but did not g0 to sleep. She laid on her side facing
Sara and tried her best to listen for any(unusualnoises before she

(driftedboff to sleep herself

arsitsen Later that night. Sara was awakened again by the same noise .
she had heard earlier. Aeecrsghre

s "Mary, wake up, Mary," Sara said in a quiet yet(threatening> Lo peeo®
2“" voice. "Are you awake!, Did you hear it!, Are you awake!”

Oduamces’ "I am now," replied Mary in a harsh but quiet tone, as she AM?’
pAo¥ 2nd tried to get her €yes open.

Verbs
ST DY, "You don't sound like you are," Sara said giving her aQ—don - #Wru;"“‘t
eiapivse think-so look.

"1 am, okay. Now what do you want," Mary@emanded)
"I heard that noise again, please go look. Tl go with you if

you will, please,” Sarapleaded)

"Okay, if you'll quit bothering me, I'll go. Get a flashlight "
Mary said.

"Got it, let's go," said Sara excitedly

Slowly, they ¢reptrhrough the hall, rying to be as quite as
possible so they wouldn't wake momma and poppa. They could
see the angel on top of the Christmas tree from the hallway, The
angel the darkness. It was holding a candle and had
wings nat moved as if it was flying. Ri i
her dress(like the small pink streamers a1 Sara's birthda
smaller. Mary and Sara could see more ang more of the
Christmas tree as the Lﬁmi lowly toward the living room.

Quietly Mary(tuggedJat Sara's nightgown and started to e
whisper to her, but before she could say anything the tree started M‘b
shaking The omaments WerqSwinging back and forthdand some =~ ale¥dnia/
fell to the floor and rolled by their feet. The floor rattied and shook
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Namsibion

as the omamcntsagically off the floor. The girls stood M""")
there with their@ouths open and couldn't make a sound ey were ‘it L

SO scared. All at once Sar a{made a dashback toward the bedroom »A4<ereres -

and Maryfollowed on her hee S

When they reached their room and had the door locked, Mary
said. "What in the world is going on."

Sara rcplie "I don't know but I'm not going back
out there, Christmas or not."

Sara ran to her bed anerself under the covers. Mary
stood by the locked door trying to figure out what could have
happened. She wondered if she should wake momma and poppa
but was afraid she would get in trouble for being up herself.
After awhile she decided she would wait and see if anything else
happened. Meanwhile Mary noticed Sara had fallen back asleep
with her(face Ted from where she had cried Mary walked over to
the dresser and grabbed a tissue from the candy cane decor
tissue box and wiped Sara's face. Then she sat on the end of her
bed with her head in her hands listening. For what, she wasn't
sure. Different things ran through her mind. Could it have been W"B‘)
Santa, an earthquake or had someone broken into the house and of g =
stolen all the presents? The only way she would know was if she 7“"
went back out there,

Mary decided that's what she would do, without Sara this time. ’
She was a scardy cat anyway and would not be much help ex Metauds)

for getting them both in trouble for waking momma. ot
Mary unlocked the bedroom door andfistened YWhen she didn' —Lan paot
hear anything she@lowly started Yown the hallway toward the s

living room again. So far everything was .
angel on the tree @listened in moonlightlbut wag'still) The 5

Christmas tree was just like it was Supposed to be,(Sparkling and
shining)and all the presents were piled underneath. Mary stood

inking and quickly decided she would hide in the living room
closet for awhile and see if anything h Shmadc

her way to the closet, opened the door closed the

b
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\[M door quietly behind her. It sure we @ Mary almost decided it TSN

J.bv\?"\s wasn't a good idea after all but since she was there she might as
Ol

well wait awhile. She tried to get comfortable among the coats A
Shwdwres|ang clutter in the closet.

_ Lot nuw
Sor¥erres Al of sudden she heard noises again. Maryugh the o, buid
L\E_’f’ o door, got scared and closed it again. Mary had 1o settle herself Liispanas . .

down so she wouldn't run out screaming. After awhile she got

SUefe ienough covrage to peep through the door again. The tree shook
anut not as much es before. She slowly(inched>
out of the closet, looked around and made her way to the tree. She

saw a dark shadow between the lower branches of the tree as it
slowly moved upward. By now she was more zrious than scared.

the branches of the tree.
Two bright green eyes peered back at Mary.
Fsibms | "Chowder, is that you?" Mary said.
ok "All this time it's been Yyou that's made the tree shake and the
Y b b, | OMaments fall off." Mary said relieved.

5 a3 She picked up Chowder and took her into the bedroom.
7 s "Look Sara, here is our ghost of Christmas. "
"Chowder," Sara cried.

It was only the family cat Chowder was about a year old and

pretty cat but we loved her just the same.

"That was you all this time." Sarg took Chowder into her arms
and kissed her on the top of her head. She took Chowder to her
bed and sat her down. Mary sat down on the end of the bed.
Chowder walked over to her and curled up on Mary’s lap and went
to sleep. Even though it was 7 am ara laid down in her so
sheets and soundlessly went to sleep. Mary gently pushed
Chowder off her Iap and onto the end of the bed. Chowder didn't
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pay any attention to the change, but went to sleep as if she was still
in Mary’s lap. Mary walked over to her bed laid down and drifted
off to sleep once more. Lencliaisn Gormects Yo

Was biai : :IM%,S-M-.
a L how 0AL Oullalca

Wwwmhm

NEXT LESSON:
¢ experimenting with
flashback, foreshadowing,
beginning the story in the
middle of the action, and
other alternatives to
chronological order
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: e e "Revenge” d/j{i 24ory and_ cuotm,)
In d ShaXt o¥ry ’j/t.em ZL'M:tM
b el 'Hcy,Rusty,'calledJacobSaisbmy,ﬁ:cbiggestbuﬂyin :
dodeuls are town, from across the street. Avtaud)
(= ML:M' ak 'Yeah?'mswuadkmtyashcwdmdthcmdyshop. d"", "“’f’m '
A e "G check out your bike. See how you like it
) "What did you do o it Jacob?* Aiatooua cafiblisha)
“Ob, I just made & few adjustments, I know you'll Iike jt “’2;‘:‘“
Ha-ha-ha!* i

Ihcsadthingwasthnkmtywas completely defenseless, at 1
least physically. Rusty was a genuine nerd. His moppy brown ~ Alefaeta)
}ia_irﬂoppedintnhiscysashewzﬂmdhome,whichwasmom ﬁmﬂ
thanamilezway. EvayoncwﬁowasnotRnsty'sﬁiedpichdon
him, especially Jacob Salsbury,
AIthetlmc,RustywasnOtthmkmgabomthls He had his
mind focused on how 1o gain revenge on Jacop, Hets wp ploV
"Rusty, where on earth have you been?” questioned Mrs. € wn)
dgacniphve Felps, his mom, uh@mmthcﬁtchm

JMB&"‘D& . "Walking home.* W l-
"But I thought you rode your bike....” e m‘“
"Yeah, I did, but Jacob slashed my tires " ‘Pj,o‘i.

"He did what?" she yelled.
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"I-Izalsounnedthcsea:armmd andtooktthbainoE”

Hamarm When Rusty to]d her this, she grabbed him by the arm ang

Wcmouttothc_gm'ag:. Hcshowedhcrthcdamagcandshcwns

“Hi, Mr. smx,"'sajdknsrychmmyashe passedthe M) 4Ysita)
principal in the hall. There were Very few other students around, olevelop
which was to his advantage, Rusty walked straight to Mrs. pok:
Tumner’s class andshcwasnotthm, S0 he had the room all to

chair. Then, hesmmdsupc:glueaﬂmhjssm It was clear, ea

Seneol g
and hardly noticeable, Aﬁndoingthis,RustyWemmdmdm PNMI'L P

at his own desk
Jaaobwzsthclastpmtoentcr&cmom. When he did, W'
Rustystartcdswcaﬁngandhisghssessﬁddmhisnosc. Rusty noteio
B s o Tt danlets p
hhanactan).
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MZ’“" 7220b tried to get out of s geq but he couldn’t. His rear
o Consisten €00 Was stuck. “Mrs. Tyrpe » efbleaded)'T can't get g, gy e

Lt stuck "
cSnarackers) 3 i g

mom to Come pick him up,
Rmywvuypleasedwﬂhhimdt Rather than using ds b

’msﬂl.RnstyreﬁedmhisbrﬁntosninMQgeonme. He wng_

hada&dingﬂmlmbwmldmtbeboﬁahgmm Conglact

NEXT LESSON:
® experimenting with
alternative methods of
concluding a story

140



GRADE 8 - SHORT STORY
=AY 8 - SHORT STORY

following reasons: -
* Thestory dealt with subject matter that Was not appropriate for a
statewide marker paper.

* Thestory was too long to make it a useful diagnostic tool for
teachers.

* Thestory demonstrated skills at a higher level than should be
expected for grade 8 students.

Cherry Boyles
KDE Marker Paper Project
1812 Capital Plaza Tower
500 Mero Street
Frankfort, K'Y 40601

141 ;




POEM
GRADES 4-8

The writer of a proficient poem demonstrates most or all of the following
skills:

AUDIENCE/PURPOSE

¢ meets the reader’s needs and expectations by adhering to the
conventions of poetry

* focuses on the purpose (e.g., paint a picture, re-create a feeling, tell a
story, capture a moment, evoke an image, show an extraordinary
perception of the ordinary)

® narrows topic

* uses an individual voice

® creates a title which captures the essence of the piece and creates
reader interest '

IDEA DEVELOPMEN T/SUPPORT

® uses sensory details

® uses poetic devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification, imagery)
¢ creates a mood

* does not sacrifice meaning for rhyme

ORGANIZATION
® maintains coherence and unity

® arranges the poem using white space, line breaks, and shape to enhance
meaning

SENTENCES
* uses line breaks effectively
* employs rhythm, melody, and perhaps rhyme

LANGUAGE

®* makes language choices based on economy, precision, richness, surprise,
1mpact on the reader -

® uses descriptive language

® uses strong verbs and precise nouns

* uses figurative language

CORRECTNESS

* spells correctly

® uses correct end punctuation, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes

® capitalizes correctly

* departs legitimately from standard correctness to enhance the meaning
of the poem

As students move from grade to grade, they demonstrate growth
in the control and complexity with which they use these skills.
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| GRADE 4 - POEM
omplogs ST Ry foeusse) on croating
s, ok

W ed ?3’ m a‘a’.
d-m : IfIWeg:_;&/Tre ) Pue s namows Yopie
My Poer™ -
If T were a tree I would (heap Rasdates eneats
Birds in there nests up high Abgpaones SOEL
S

Wind blowing through my leaves
iy ng through my le =
b Squirrels eating nuts inside me. CRUNCH! mb

,gm_%?[ugy‘) If I were a tree I would fmell ) T AT
Flowers beneath my trunk AW\‘J Umage .
dﬂoo\jf}{uft A stinky skunk wondering around me,
Lamgaaseabour to spray | :
The gun powder from men hunting around
me _ Mskoa/ age heo ices)
based on d o

If I were a tree I woul

Rain falling through my leaves No tuole) Create
#N5me Drilling from a wood pecker dimoguy rmiase.

Ve’ Acorns falling from my limbs

If T were a tree I would see)

Boys climbing up my trunk laughing as s st
they went

54‘\&7 Bugs crawling inside me, eating away at e
Verbs” me

New born birds eating worms

If I were a tree I would @asto)
_ Berries next to my trunk e aita) ereale
Cleasuphve Sweet honey inside me dinsoty LMEGE -

Aan 7% Flower pollen from beneath me

If I were a tree

NEXT LESSON:
® revising lines to follow a
pattern (noun + ing-word. ..)
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GRADE 4 . POEM

I Am a Big Sister. LR eeng- & bl
T 7

b,
_ I am going to be a big sister.
m I amCurious)if it's a boy or girl.

I am(worriedJif iU's alnoht FHE
E awn «dea
4H1om g venp [(dreamy) ' Lupperd m
Iam goingto be a DIZ SISTer
I am a big sister. Li SEpohe
I found out it’s a boy! ;
I love him and care fo “{f’m . deNadla
can’t wait to see baby bed. S At e,.
I'am abig sister, AWNM
_ L hold him at the hospital. ) :
I look at him throug i A Jp&af_@ deNautd)
Ny T S)hi : o
Vénb SLPr

w @Iﬁgy mom when she’s sad. #,e,a;uu detacta)
Veadbs {washlher tears away. . (e
| think about him deep down inside. =~ X4PPM mein
[ pray for him each night.

lam a big sister. :
5 laod line +{ 2¥an

ek ot o
ﬁmpo_ﬁ‘b'dh 75 DT venk ™ | WWAM

*L200) _umd s nvdiral Upice

* eoherend, umifiedd

K ;é{g;x‘-}v 3“! AZ. ﬁ”d.m%a) .
.iM%ﬁgﬂgm on MMWM eaden wryad'

NEXT LESSON:
* experimenting with poetry
that is not based on 2
formula
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Twas the night before the test
And all through the school,
Everyone was so nervice

No one was cool.

They knew it was coming
They had to prepare,
So they took home thier books

- And studied with care.

While the students were studing
Upstairs in thier rooms,

They were looking for answers
To avoid su 4,94,(,%4, {A”‘j“‘j"

With thier lights turned on
And thier books open wide,
They studied thier notes
Then set them aside.

You see it's hard to study
When you're in a bad mood,

So they went to the kitchen
Tosome food.

There was no food in sight
Not a bite anywhere,

The(“fidge"Jwas allem
And the kitchen w
Then they looked at the wall
And saw a painting of Mona Lisa,
Then they picked up the phone
And ordered some pizza.

They ordered a large
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Then went back to work,
They studied thier notes

Then turned with a jerk. Corhnues) LPMJJZ,,

The phone begain ringing
Thier pizza was on it's way,
_With the driver in a car

And notin a sliegh. CHNH iLes/ /Oaﬁocl,l?.

When what to thier wondering

Eyes should appear, Corfrnues pw«lg.
But a VoltsWagon Beetle

Filled with good cheer.

With a fat little driver

Thats not very quick, cerhrnuens PWJ?\
They knew in a moment

It was Domino Mick.

He gave them thier pizza
They tried not to wait,
But the pizza was cold
And it was getting late.

. s crrvreds Yo Se
They were starting t dezcruphive Lan g e
.ﬁl"w’*g They werthe hall,
Unb They needed some help
Oh! who could they call?

"Call Susan, call Kendra

call Katie and Sara, LonHnues pd/lafz,\
call Richard, call Andy,
call Peter and Clara.

They needed some help o i s Yo puspese
They're at wits end, WW’Q""Z‘M s
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They need someone
On whom they can depend.

As with any subject
You want to do your best, g Yo
You study real hard A ard d
So you cane test.

So back to the phone

To make one last call,
They weren't giving up
They were giving their all.

It was getting late

So who could they ask,
To help them complete
This important task.

They put thier heads together
And came up with a plan,
They'd make themselves a quiz
Then answer the best they can.

From thier notes and thier books
They made up a test,

Each taking turns to answer

To see who was the best.

From pullies to magnets -
From rockets to rocks, ol ‘, . olhate)
The questions got harder i

With each tick of the clock.

But each question helped them
In every best way,
For the test that was before them
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On the upcoming day.

It was getting late
So thein thier beds, M?’ Verd
While all of the answers

Were(fresh in thier heads.) cuaa.:)o&'.uc ,Ea.mza-a.ﬁe,
When they got up the next morning
Andp thier stuff, ,45‘10-,? Vand :

They knew alot of answers
But was it enough? /u_u-,_alml,c_d Yone amd frwo

They arrived at school

And sat at thier desks,
'Ihccr pencils .dwfha Verd

Now bring on the test!

The teacher walked in i e
Andaround, ohemy

She looked for the test
But they were not to be found.

So she looked at the students

Ana big smile, oy b

Merry Christmas to all CorH nuces/ \pa/wiz.
Now lets party awhile.

NEXT LESSONS:
* building on use of precise
and descriptive language
* creating a title
* using spelicheck
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GRADE 5 - POEM

amp

AND IF YOU dmﬁ“""—
LOOK, IN THE RiGHT PLACES, YOU
WILL FIND INSECTS v damoprage
SECRET SPACES
TREES ARE
~ _SOURCE OFf
FROM NUTs
AND FRUITS TO MOUNTAINS
OF COLOR. AND jusT A REMINDER
YOU AND ME, IT NEVER HURTS
= Apace
heusi
TO PLANT A TREg. e Af.")

. a'CUIMM) Vo Corwensong oefsy

o fowm Nean G.U?;,:Llﬁujc

while Showin anactersehra) o & Yze.
. M—Mh:j;) M—Uw?- (tomneretn la“'p‘?)'
* Maentains) Mgt omd 2 Z:mh i
e dora) NV gorerasty, dacrifice A

* Narmows Yopies

NEXT LESSON:
* planning line breaks to .
enhance meaning while stil]

maintaining concrete shape
of poem
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GRADE 5 . POEM

Rain

Dark Clouds begin to crawl across the sky. persswifiasim
Then WWane sound.
Pitter, Patter OMomake poeio

Pitter, Patter
littlie

drops

of

water

fall

It is raining! e
Each drop talks as it pensonifrcation
Hits :
The
Ground.
Pitter, Patter
Pitter, Patter :

.fgaaari “Jf’"‘
The thunder answers with an angry BOOM)! fomomePsgoeien

A streak of light flys across the sky. Semsary d
The rain comes

down harder.

Then there is(SilenceD | e Loy
The rain stops. e =

The sky turns blue and the su

¢ Jotuasa ON Qaf,'h./u,'na. a./moment
- "hamows Yopie

. thraTes) a rrood b
Uerw l::w. brecks, whit epace, amk chamge fm-d

Jo emhame mrearing:

NEXT LESSON:

*® using imagery to show
instead of tell (i.e., hear a
strange sound, there is
silence)
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GRADE 6 . POEM

Little Old Lady

She sits in the park on a little old bench,

Feeding the robin, bluebird, and finch.
She sits wrapped up alld

She imagines she hassilver, and gold.
She imagines a house @arm)nd §nug>

_ Wi@md afjewel beaded rug))

She imagines a turkey and(faspberry, cranberry sauce, )

Then she cbmes back and realizes her lose.

Thinking of all that isn’t hers,

Wwedrsto  She remembers what she does have warmth, food, and the
be 7MY birds.
So whenever you wish you had so much more,
' PUARD 22
Remember the good things and don’t be sore.
* Qlhenes 510 C.#'?Wbu.ﬁl‘hs c..t.q,z
'f po' o) *Ad.,a. /MoM

c#w&h M’na.ﬂm.d/ﬁﬂgc.
+ NCalrw & Trood T

NEXT LESSONS:
® creating an effective conclusion without
sacrificing meaning for rhyme
® organizing into stanzas with line breaks to
reflect rhyme scheme
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GRADE 6 - POEM

THE PEN LOST ITSELF

Hey, Mom!
Regchaiboni You know that pen,
leweals Yhe That you really loved,
,! A iy ”'P,m“'“ That you got as a going away present,
sex> That you used all the time,
upMoms —— :
neachon. 1hat had your name on it?
You know, the one that I borrowed.

Well that pen,
Kind of lost me.
I didn't lose it,
It lost me!

How could it do that?

"JANE DOEI"

Good bye!

e b

. &AMM on Skpun'nzam

5 o pN\ain

o O
irtary
. 'Q.conmz, ﬁﬁ (anuze,
e AW duw o Votce

e N 3ed Jn%.wu.aa.
. A-ge’:\—we line bAsaks
i 'um:-k\‘e.d

J.Mgua.ﬁe, Mrw.d %\L.A‘-"A—W

NEXT LESSON:

® Creating a title that
preserves mystery
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GRADE 7 - POEM

l.ﬁa,_ poemm
Adam, My Brother, My Friend . W
e WANeAls Relingo

eV,

Yhe
4 up the cedar chest 5
j[m% where our family treasures are held,
omd

i pracise Newn
" my eyes lay upon some of the memories Mmg“‘d"'
. : we shared together,
fq" AT I pull out the first box and I see your baby blanket
s mjfﬂm Wrapped in tissue: T kit
Yher
e bsx’Yo amo so'ft as cotton, Similes
bandivie. RS blue like a spring sky,

nLodeada medd | pick it up

A X a soft, pale yellow gown with

and the scent of cedar. a\literabon
and a slight shiver comes over me. allternshion
The next box I discovered held lel‘!'&h
the Christening Qutfit -precsse Nowm- Fie iy
——— S ce
that each of us wore for our Bapnm%&s? .::Gy. ' ‘7"*' t‘)
2 white, satin ribbon to tie at the feet,
and a beautiful, matching blanket.

I'hold it close to my heart where all of my jma (Likee Yo
_memories are stored. m hraat)
Shmjvu.b I suddenly/pondepabout the wonderful,
fun times we had together. )
Ueadeo meood However, a solemn sadness surrounds me. (Mltenskion, pensenihcason
g/up your baby book, I open it and
dorrewhat agnsisten See your pictures taped inside.
hse e Oue pictureu sittingin  Shumey vonb
Al ireil 4% your pumpkin seat.

owd paek  Warm droplets of tearsCours®) s Verl
st ound th ey

down my face.
o A emecberighon w e
Yo

NEXT LESSONS:
® controlling verb tenge
* changing all sentences
to phrases to learn
another style of
poetry

o the music of the movie “Rocky II,” oA trashitn
1 speak to myself, “I love you, Adam.”

1 remove a picture showing your —“JUJO"‘*“'L L”"‘Du‘y'
bright, golden smile as you sat in your
Big Wheel, giving the camera a “thumbs up.”
I wish you were still alive! Gk
Tearg(faceXiown my face while I speak Ve V
under my breath, .
“Whydidyouhavetodie?  Agpestitiom fo emphasd
Why did you have to leave us?

Adam, you were my brother and my friend! . W
I love vou!” \D BAND(S A
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GRADE 8 . POEM

. G&JM on ,:unﬁm_a-
: g o
ﬁxm Cap 7

y- ![

(OutlineShis dark(giglimbs Prgemnificeom
Hforthesta.rs *H“"“'“u"m m

as the moonligh(dims)
an@t out of reach)

they laugh Aive hetp
$O it seems Yo m e o
all the same

this ee %M e choicas) chood
P

oty noem -
will(tretch) for the stars sion Omd_ ecp &

and his(Sprawling thin hangs )
will(just miss
e and thefeam  fypeniphive. Lamgaroe
_:'was M-!;g/u
anP plurpdse
,ooeﬂw
NEXT LESSON:

*® punctuating poetry to
enhance effect on reader

This poem was originally published in the Kentucky English Bulletin, Spring 1995.
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